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COWMM SSI ONER W LHELM Jeffrey Dense and | hope |I'm
pronounci ng your nane correctly.

DR DENSE: That's correct, Conm ssioner. I'm Jeff
Dense, professor of political science at the University of
Massachusetts, Dartnouth. My primary research expertise is in
state ganbling policy. As such, | wanted to highlight what |
perceive to be one of the best practices within the tribal/state
conpacts. Under the | eadership of Governor John Kitshopper the
State of Oregon recently renegotiated conpacts with the G and Rod
and Cow Creek Tribes have created a comunity devel opnent, a
community benefit fund, excuse ne. Six percent of the profits
after assessnents in terns of regulation are plowed back into the
comunities in which the Indian casinos are |ocated.

The benefits are spread on a diverse geographic area.
The Grand Rod Tribe, for exanple, benefits are distributed to 11

different counties and the Cow Creek Tribe to seven different

counti es. | think in terns of the mssion of the Conm ssion as
far as |ooking at the econom c and social benefits, | think this
is an inportant nodel to adopt. In ny own research it seens the

preval ent nodels are; A, that the benefits accrue only to the
home county in which the casino is located or; B, that the
benefits, fiscal benefits are distributed via the state
| egislature and | think we are aware how politicalization of
ganbl i ng may, indeed, be a problem

From ny perspective, trying to make a division
between destination casinos in terns of |Indian tribes, the
Foxwoods and the Mbohicanson (ph) being the forenost exanples of
that in the great mmjority of casinos which are stand alone
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operations with no hotels, no associated incones, | think it's
inportant to note that the role that Governor Kitshopper has
taken in trying to make the tribes good neighbors wth the
communities that they go into.

It should be noted that the nonies are spent on such
diverse things as education, health, and ganbling addiction
education and treatnment prograns. In terns of how this can be
adopted later on, I'"'mnot sure that this is feasible to anend the
|GRA for «creation of sone type of conmunity benefit fund.
Certainly that raises strident 10th and 11th Anmendnent probl ens,
but I think in terns of the Comm ssion's charge in |ooking at the
best practices in state ganbling policy, this is one that | w sh
you woul d consider. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER W LHELM Thank you very much, Doctor

Dense.
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